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ABSTRACT 

 

Higher education institutes create cohesive and fair societies and thus 

expect different outcomes in diverse geographical areas. However, in 

the twenty-first Century, they face issues which need solutions. This 

critical perspective paper traces the motifs and expected outcomes of 

higher education in ancient civilizations and analyses the changing 

roles of teachers and students in the contemporary era. This paper is 

qualitative and adopts the critical approach methodology to investi-

gate, highlight and propose solutions to several unique issues faced 

by the higher education system in the contemporary era. This paper 

brings significant horizons and reveals critical insights about quality 

higher education. 

 

Keywords: Challenges, Higher education, Learning, Models & quality 

teaching, Twenty-first century 

*Corresponding author: 

E-mail:  

chwhong@bnu.edu.cn   
  

  

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

Introduction 
Higher education institutes are fertile for 

innovation to create cohesive and fair societies. 
Thus, they are expected different outcomes in 
diverse geographical areas and civilizations. On 
the one hand, Europe around the eleventh-Cen-
tury saw the growth of professionals, clergy, 
and intellectuals in canon law, logic, finance, ac-
counting and theology. On the other hand, in 
the context of ancient China, specifically in the 

Shang dynasty, in the ballpark figure, around 
the years sixteen hundred till eleven hundred 
years B.C. (before Christ), the motifs of the ed-
ucation system were positively changing hu-
man lives, especially morality, ethics, and self-
cultivation. In the contemporary era, higher ed-
ucation is expected for different motifs in dif-
ferent countries. For instance, only in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China higher education insti-
tutions are expected to turn educators into  
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socialist builders and successors fully devel-
oped in morals, intelligence, physique, and aes-
thetics. Consequently, in this complex role 
structure, educators and students firmly sup-
port the foundation of higher educational insti-
tutes and act as pillars (Teague 2015). There-
fore, regarding performing the main pillars of 
the higher education system, both teachers' 
and students' roles should be dynamic and 
equipped with transferable skills and 
knowledge according to the needs of the 
twenty-first Century. For instance, on the one 
hand, for a teacher to take a few steps and make 
the education system a quality one comprises 
of improving skills, content mastery, integra-
tion of technology in education, and shift from 
teachers cantered to a student’s-cantered ap-
proach. 

On the other hand, students or learners are 
required to enable themselves not only to be-
come gregarious but also self-reliant, or in 
other words, nourishing their ability to stand 
by themselves, as well as cultivating their criti-
cal thinking. In this critical perspective paper, I 
identify and explain arguments about particu-
lar issues in higher education, give my opinion 
and propose a few possible solutions. Further-
more, it is important to understand the histori-
cal background of higher education because the 
past contains resources that may be of value 
that help to discern options for the future. Thus, 
I lead the discussion to critically analyse the ex-
pectations and motifs associated with higher 
education in different periods and geographical 
locations and link the insights with the contem-
porary era. 

 
Background 

Higher education benefits individuals, cul-
tures, societies and civilizations in a complex-
webbed structure. The twenty-first Century de-
mands the higher education system to be dy-
namic, which means it should develop accord-
ing to the changing circumstances. Motifs of 
higher education have always remained con-
text-specific. Thus, the pillars, primarily stu-
dents and teachers in the higher education sys-
tem, need to play dynamic roles in the twenty-
first Century. Hence, oblige them to improve 
their skills and knowledge according to the 

needs in changing times. But I believe the exist-
ing higher education system has not pro-
gressed and developed according to the mod-
ern era’s needs. Therefore, it is a dire need to 
point out and highlight the flaws in all domains 
of the existing higher education system. For in-
stance, we need to point out flaws in the exist-
ing models of teaching and learning in educa-
tion institutes. In addition, we need to point out 
flaws in the trends in academia and research. I 
urge to figure out flaws in the higher education 
system; it is necessary to learn from the histor-
ical background of higher education because 
the past contains resources that may be of 
value, that help to discern options for the fu-
ture. Similarly, to improve the performance of 
pillars, students and teachers in the higher ed-
ucation system: we need to learn the journey 
towards quality teaching at different times to-
wards quality of teaching, which will help us to 
know how to cope with the existing challenges 
in that particular field. Finally, based on histor-
ical knowledge and keen observation in the 
twenty-first Century, it is vital to predicting the 
outcomes in the distant future from higher ed-
ucation so that students can be taught and pre-
pared for a better future. In this paper, I criti-
cally analyse the historical knowledge available 
about higher education and trace its aims in dif-
ferent civilizations to connect ancient wisdom 
with the twenty-first Century. Similarly, in this 
paper, the historical understanding of higher 
education helps me to analyse the contempo-
rary higher education system and the changing 
roles of teachers and students, shed light on the 
existing issues and propose a few solutions 
based on my understanding. 

 

Methods 
This perspective paper is qualitative and 

adopts the critical approach methodology to in-
vestigate, highlight and propose solutions to 
several unique issues faced by the higher edu-
cation system in the contemporary era. As 
Brown and Keely discuss, critical analysing is a 
process of deconstructing what you read, write 
and listen to rationally and logically (2012). It 
requires you to move beyond describing and 
analysing to evaluating, criticizing and postu-
lating on what you process. Therefore, in this 



Ullah et al., 2023 / The Dynamic Role of Higher Education in The Twenty-First Century 

 

    
 IJMABER 602 Volume 4 | Number 2 | February | 2023 

 

paper, with a growth mindset, I collect the ex-
isting knowledge and information about the 
motifs of the higher education system and the 
changing roles of both students and teachers, 
evaluate and problematize the issues following 
the twenty-first century needs, and attempt to 
propose solutions.  

 

Discussion 
Tracing the higher education system and its 
expected outcome in ancient China: Morality, 
Ethics & cultivation of learners 

The expected outcomes of higher education 
in ancient China and the formal beginning of it 
higher are equally important because both are 
interconnected. Higher education could be 
traced back to the Shang Dynasty, which was 
around the years sixteen hundreds to eleven 
hundreds B.C. (Before Christ).  However, the 
terms Daxue, Youxue and Gouxue were formally 
used in the Western Zhou dynasty around 
eleven hundreds B.C. till seven hundreds sev-
enty-one B.C. But, in the Spring and Autumn pe-
riod, from seven hundreds seventy till four 
hundreds seventy-five B.C., and the Warring 
States Period from four hundreds three till two 
hundreds twenty-one B.C., the institutions 
were higher education rather than basic educa-
tion. Around four hundred seventy-five B.C., 
Confucius was a renowned practitioner of pri-
vate institutional learning who had around 
three thousand disciples, of whom seventy 
were sages. Resultantly, the effects of Confu-
cius’ school could be seen in the syllabus during 
the Shang dynasty in educational institutes, 

which was comprised of five Classics (五经 

Wujin), (1), The Book of Songs (诗  Shi), The 

Book of History (书 Shu), The Book of Changes 

(易Yi), The Book of Rites (礼Li), and The Spring 

and Autumn Annals (春秋 Chunqiu) (Gu et al. 
2018). 

Regarding the motifs of higher education in 
the Shang dynasty, I believe I found the clues 
when I saw in Confucianism, the etymology of 
the English word “education” is quite useful in 
articulating the Confucian notion of Jiao (Edu-
cation). In Confucianism, on the one hand, Edu-
care resonates with the sense of education as 
rationally ordered guidance; it is the logical and 
rationally ordered mode of education that is 

complicit with aesthetic understanding. On the 
other hand, educure suggests that one “ex-
tends” one’s inner tendencies through a mode 
of self-cultivation that is, in fact, self-creation. 
For instance, in the Analects 15.36, Confucius 
says ‘In striving to be authoritative in your con-

duct, do not yield even to your teacher’ (当仁不

让于师). Education so construed in a transac-
tional process that entails both continuity and 
creativity as the growth of both this able 
teacher and that able student” (Ames and Hall 
2001) . By all the examples from ancient Chi-
nese classics, I conclude that there is an ex-
pected role of higher education in the human 
lifestyle. Because, all the classics, to some ex-
tent focused with an aim of positively changing 
human lives especially morality, ethics, and cul-
tivation. 
 
Tracing the motifs of quality teachings in two 
civilizations 

According to the literature written by Aca-
roglu (2019), says that the two civilizations, 
Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilizations were 
the first ones which establish systematic 
schools for the development of civilization as 
early as three thousand years B.C., which in-
cluded moral precepts and religious instruc-
tion in addition to education. In addition, as 
early as human existence, students were taught 
what they needed to be successful adults using 
the socially-learned instruments of society, 
from hunting and harvesting and constructing 
firearms to searching for life-sustaining prod-
ucts (such as water) via narratives. But I think, 
unlike the ancient civilizations, in this contem-
porary world, the motifs of higher education 
are changing because the world is changing it-
self, and complex problems confront us daily, 
which urge teachers to update their skills, 
knowledge and methodologies for quality 
teaching. 
 
Critical Analysis of the motifs of higher edu-
cation in the twenty-first Century 

Diverse perspectives are available about 
the aim of higher education and the importance 
of dynamizing teaching quality in the contem-
porary twenty-first Century. First, regarding 
the purpose of higher education. Newman, a  
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renowned scholar is of the opinion that the 
main purpose of higher education is to develop 
cultured gentlemen rather than to train an in-
dividual for the labour market who is indulged 
in worldly pursuits and is only driven by the de-
sires of modern dogmatic society. This culti-
vated and cultured gentleman means an intel-
lect, a disciplined and logical mind, who pos-
sesses a discerning taste, a noble and courteous 
bearing in the conduct of his/her life, and a 
sense of responsibility to his society and civili-
zation (Newman 2022). Second, regarding the 
question of the importance of dynamic teaching 
quality and the changing roles in light of the 
twenty-first Century: The American Associa-
tion of Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE) 
and the Partnership for twenty-first-Century 
Skills urge that teachers equipped with twenty-
first-Century knowledge and skills and they 
learn how to integrate all those skills and 
knowledge into their classroom practice, not 
only for our nation but to realize its goal of suc-
cessfully meeting the challenges of this twenty-
first century. The reasons they have given in-
clude the global demands of the economy and 
the engagement of good citizenship to partici-
pate in a vibrant and civil society fully 
(Greenhill 2010).  

In my perspective, theoretically, defining 
the importance of higher education is practi-
cally no longer valid in the contemporary era’s 
context. For example, we were taught with John 
Henry Newman’s perspective that the main 
purpose of higher education is to develop cul-
tured gentlemen rather than to train an individ-
ual for the labour market who is indulged in 
worldly pursuits and only driven by the desires 
of modern dogmatic society. Although, theoret-
ically, it’s a better way to set the goals and aims 
for higher education this way, however practi-
cally, it’s a bitter truth that higher education 
doesn’t solely guarantee all these goals, but ra-
ther, several other aspects are aimed and ex-
pected of higher education. Therefore, new 
methods, skills, thinking and approaches are 
required in this competitive world to train stu-
dents in higher education.  

 
 
 

The Motifs of Quality Teaching in the twenty-
first Century 

According to my knowledge, there exist 
several perspectives about quality teaching in 
the twenty-first Century, however, I will men-
tion at least three contradictory statements 
about the subject matter ‘quality teaching’. 
First perspective is, quality teaching is about 
clearly passing on information from academic 
staff or teachers to students and that the learn-
ing of students is distinct from lessons. Second, 
teachers' instruction is directly linked to stu-
dents’ learning. Third, teaching and learning 
are intertwined. Based on these three contrary 
perspectives, everyone can have a subjective 
understanding. Which statement outweighs 
the other two among these three, I think it 
needs critical analysis in light of the twenty-
first Century demands.  

First, according to my subjective under-
standing, the opinion that, in the contemporary 
twenty-first Century, the motifs of quality 
teaching are about passing on information from 
faculty members to students; is no more en-
tirely applicable. Teaching cannot be distinct 
from the learning of students. Thus, in the kind 
of teaching that aims to deliver information 
only, the teacher behaves like a dictator who 
passes on their knowledge and imposes their 
ideas over the students. By dictator, I mean the 
teacher who treats teaching as a one-way pro-
cess and shuts the doors for students to raise 
questions or come up with unique ideas in the 
form of constructive criticism, which is against 
the will of a teacher. For example, bell hooks 
support my stance as she says: “I needed to 
know that professors did not have to be dicta-
tors in the classroom” I needed to know that 
professors did not have to be dictators in the 
classroom” (Bell Hooks 1994). Similarly, as said 
by Torres, “a democratic teacher is neither au-
thoritarian nor laissez-faire”(Torres 2008).  

Therefore, in the contemporary twenty-first 
Century, only delivering information to the 
teachers and absorbing information from the 
students is not the true spirit and aim of quality 
teaching. 
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Second, in my subjective opinion, the state-
ment that a teacher's instruction is directly 
linked with students’ learning shows some flex-
ibility and agreement. But, the third statement, 
‘quality teaching and learning are intertwined’, 
outweighs this statement and opinion over the 
other two statements mentioned earlier. Be-
cause I believe in the idea that the boundary 
line distinguishing teachers from students is 
quite narrow, where the educator is also learn-
ing from the student and participants are learn-
ing and sharing at the same time (Arnold 2017). 
Therefore, I believe that, in the context of this 
twenty-first Century, there shouldn’t be a con-
ventional relationship between teachers and 
students in the classroom. Similarly, quality 
teachers will appreciate and encourage criti-
cism from the students and provide opportuni-
ties to be questioned and challenged. By doing 
so, in the modern era, students will be trained 
enough to face challenges, highlight issues and 
come up with solutions in their practical life. 
 
The pressing issues and solutions in the 
higher education system in the twenty-first 
century 

The current dynamic twenty-first Century 
is the era of rapid globalization, scientific inno-
vation, and post-digitalization which also 
brought new factual challenges to the educa-
tion system in general and particularly to the 
roles of teachers and students. Thus, the con-
temporary era demands active steps in updat-
ing the way higher education is given and the 
responsibilities shared by both instructors and 
students. But, according to my perspective, 
there exist several flaws in the existing higher 
education system, which comprises of these is-
sues: (1) Problems in the dictatorship model 
teaching, (2) problems with bibliometrics’ (3) 
problems with neo-liberal economic capitalist 
education and (4) problems with Confucianist 
model education. In the sections below, I will 
critically analyse the issues and propose some 
possible solutions based on my subjective un-
derstanding of the different segments. 

 
Getting rid of the Dictatorship’s Model Teaching: 
Why and How? 

From my perspective, those teachers who 
treat teaching as a one-way process and shut 

the doors for students to raise questions or 
come up with unique ideas in the form of con-
structive criticism against their will are follow-
ing the teaching model of dictatorship. Simi-
larly, I believe that the dictatorship model 
teaching is a hindrance which stops the flow of 
fostering real knowledge and cannot succeed in 
making an individual into the finest possible 
member of society. Because dictatorship model 
teaching only provides a rigid and reductive 
framework that encourages conformity. Never-
theless, true and quality teaching in the con-
temporary era provides the room or space to 
speak and share in the classroom. It ought to as-
sist and guide the curious mind of the students, 
which is not possible in the dictatorship model 
teaching.  

How to get rid of the dictatorship’s model of 
teaching? I believe that conversation’ is an 
amazing tool through which the teacher can 
avoid the dictatorship model in the classroom. 
In addition, educating students through con-
versation, discussion, and interaction is more 
effective than just a seminar, where the educa-
tor speaks, and the learners listen. In support of 
conversation, bell hooks also believed that stu-
dents don’t remember the contents of the lec-
ture, where they listen to teachers passively 
but remember the conversations they had in 
the class. Similarly, a renowned scholar Paulo 
Freire’s ideas also suggest the communication 
model, while saying, “Through dialogue, the 
teacher-of-the-students and the students-of-the-
teacher cease to exist and a new term emerges, 
teacher-student with students-teachers (Freire 
1996). I believe that Freire, in this quote, sup-
ports the idea that the teaching methodology 
consists of ‘conversation’ to provide learning 
opportunities to both students and teachers, 
which will not only avoid dictatorship in the 
teaching methods but also will have an impact 
to encourage and prepare individuals to under-
stand and interrogate perspectives about 
themselves, society and nature. Freire also 
says, “The teacher is no longer merely the one 
who teaches, but one who is himself taught in di-
alogue with the students, who in turn while be-
ing taught also teach (Freire 1996). Similarly, 
Freire opines that, unlike the dictatorship 
model, where one is an active speaker, and the 
other is a passive listener, there is no clear  
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distinction between teacher and student be-
cause both learn and grow together. In other 
words, the teacher simultaneously is a student 
and vice versa. In other words, the teacher sim-
ultaneously is a student and vice versa. I be-
lieve Freire encourages the trend of teaching 
and learning methods, where there is a special 
focus on enabling learners or students to be 
self-reliant and cultivating them for critical 
thinking. In addition to that, nourishing the stu-
dent's ability to stand by themselves, take deci-
sions in the right ways, speak about themselves 
and talk about the issue of global communities. 
 
The exaggerated status quo of bibliometrics 
hatches flaws: bland taste and unethical trends 
in academia 

The high demand for research publications 
or exaggeration of the importance of publica-
tions in academia hatched three issues: two 
problems and one vacuum for improvement. 
First, Bibliometrics, known as citation analysis, 
measures an individual scholar’s impact based 
on quantitative network analysis. In addition, 
the current days’ bibliometric is more devised 
to define which ideas have currency rather 
than a real impact on the society/community, 
resulting in a bland taste. For instance, if a 
scholar or teacher aims to be hired by a prestig-
ious higher institute or promoted to a higher 
rank in the professional job, they should have 
published a huge quantity of research papers in 
a prestigious journal, received important 
grants, attended prestigious conferences, as 
well as their works, should have been cited by 
other researchers in academia.  

Second, the struggle to increase the number 
of citations by academicians hatches a new un-
ethical issue: intentionally and unnecessarily 
citing their research works or citing their men-
tors frequently to increase their own quantita-
tive numbers of citations. This current trend is 
not only unethical but also narrows down the 
gap for the real impact of an individual or schol-
ars on the community and society, which limits 
the scope of researchers only to academia and 
isolates the academicians from the real world. 
In light of the above discussions, a vacuum ex-
ists for academic improvement. 

Furthermore, there exists a vacuum and 
space created by the modern academic trend, 

which is the lack of parameters to evaluate the 
real impact of a scholar beyond academia. Re-
garding this point, Fábos and Haddad (2014) 
also spilled ink in the paper, “Toward a Femi-
nist Analysis of “Impact. In that paper they gave 
a comprehensive detail along with great exam-
ples. For example, one of the points they raised 
is, ‘Sondra Hales’ a scholar and activist through 
her enormous contribution to women rights, 
social justice and gender politics, Sudan Studies 
and Politics. But unfortunately, her contribu-
tion did not get the same distinction and appre-
ciated position in the academic trend. Her im-
pact on the society was enormous but her im-
pact and contribution to the community is dif-
ferent from citation indexes, and there is no 
scale through which her impact can be exam-
ined.  

Therefore, in the context of the contempo-
rary era, it’s a dire need to rectify the parame-
ters for improving the quality of academia. In 
short, scholars’ impact and prestige should also 
be evaluated through other parameters such as 
contributions to society and individuals, rather 
not only through publications in high-ranked 
journals and citations index. 
 
Problems caused by neoliberal economic capital-
ism in the higher education system: economic in-
equality, marketization and sense of deprivation 

In higher education's pursuit and job mar-
ket, neoliberal economic capitalism is causing 
several issues. For instance, economic inequal-
ity, marketization of knowledge and increasing 
the prevalence of deprivation among students 
belonging to the oppressed class of society. As 
said by a scholar (Munch 2010): “education be-
comes a crucial resource of capital accumulation 
in the competition between universities—cum—
business.” If one sees higher education through 
the lens of marketization agendas, one can eas-
ily see that higher education has special stakes 
for capitalist rule. Higher education has be-
come more synonymous with employability 
training, such as skills to solve problems set by 
their superiors. As a US critic once remarked, 
'the various universities are competitors for 
the traffic in merchantable instruction (Veblen 
1918). In addition, universities define the skills 
of professional workers for labour markets, re-
inforce ruling ideologies, and represent the 
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needs of the state and industry as those of soci-
ety. Similarly, knowledge has been packaged in 
textbook-type formats so that students become 
customers or consumers of education-related 
products.  

Particularly, from the perspective of eco-
nomic inequality, those students who belong to 
privileged backgrounds both financially and 
politically can easily get enrolled in any prestig-
ious private sector university while paying high 
costs for study and then graduate from there as 
taken for granted. And later on, they can also 
easily get high paid jobs based on their prestig-
ious universities ‘tags and logos. But those stu-
dents who belong to disadvantaged or finan-
cially low-income family backgrounds cannot 
afford the expenditures in a private institute 
and mostly rely on public sector universities 
which are under resourced in most cases, un-
like the private sector universities. Unfortu-
nately, in most cases, for students with a disad-
vantaged background’s students, even public 
sector universities have lower expenditures, 
but still, they face dozens of challenges in af-
fording those limited expenses. Similarly, later 
on, even after their graduation, graduates from 
disadvantaged financial backgrounds don’t 
have the same advantages in opportunities to 
grab a high-paid or prestigious position in the 
job markets compared to graduates who hail 
from well-up backgrounds. 

In short, neoliberal economic capitalism 
causes inequality and the prevalence of a sense 
of deprivation among graduates from down-
trodden or disadvantaged financial back-
grounds. Therefore, it is important to have a 
level playing field for competitors from disad-
vantaged and advantaged financial back-
grounds students in the higher education sys-
tem. In addition, the same approach of a level 
playing field for competitors between the pri-
vate sector and public sector universities is 
needed, and steps are taken to standardize 
public sector universities. By doing so, every-
one in the public sector universities will have 
equal opportunities to receive a quality educa-
tion, ultimately reducing the economic inequal-
ity in the job market and the sense of depriva-
tion of graduates belonging to the oppressed 
class of society. 

Problems with the Confucian model teachings: 
teacher as a king in the mini kingdom 

Based on my subjective perspective, mostly 
in the higher education system, one drawback 
of the Confucian model’s teaching is that it usu-
ally encourages teachers to assume in the class 
that they are the rulers in their mini-kingdom, 
and they must be right at all times. In other 
words, there is resistance to the critical think-
ing process, which indirectly pushes students 
to become confirmative and passive to the epis-
temological information delivered by teachers. 
For instance, in the contemporary era, espe-
cially in some developing Asian countries, 
higher education hasn’t progressed too far 
from reliance on strict syllabi or textbooks pro-
vided, which eventually affects creativity and 
critical thinking. Regarding the first issue, bell 
hooks are worth mentioning as she says, “Most 
of my professors were not the slightest bit inter-
ested in enlightenment. More than anything they 
seemed enthralled by the exercise of power and 
authority within their mini-kingdom, the class-
room” (B Hooks 1994). In short, this type of au-
thoritative attitude of teachers in the class is 
harmful to critical thinkers among students 
and needs to be rectified. As Torres says, “a 
democratic teacher is neither authoritarian nor 
laissez-faire” (Torres 2008). Therefore, there 
should be a radical commitment to openness, 
which maintains the integrity of the critical 
thinking process, and its central role in educa-
tion. 
 
How to dynamize the higher education system 
according to the twenty-first Century: The Peo-
ple’s Republic of China as a model for the rest 

Currently, in the twenty-first Century, 
higher education in China has entered a stage 
with comprehensive education and moderniza-
tion as its core, which includes educational 
technology, legalization, information, interna-
tionalization and democracy. Historically, the 
internationalization process of higher educa-
tion in China started in the late Qing dynasty; 
between nineteen hundreds twelve to nineteen 
hundreds forty-nine, policymakers strived to 
inject their universities with ‘new blood’, 
namely new thoughts inherited from the West. 
However, since the implementation of the Re-
form and Opening-up Policy in nineteen  
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hundreds seventy-eight, the development of 
higher education in the People’s Republic of 
China has mainly been following the footprints 
of Europe. In nineteen hundred eighty-five in 
the People's Republic of China, regarding the 
Chinese higher education decision to reform 
the education system. For example, the reform 
of the admission and college graduates’ em-
ployment systems. 

Furthermore, almost a decade before, the 
Chinese government implemented the "Na-
tional Medium and Long-term Education Re-
form and Development Plan Outline (2010-
2020)" and "National Medium and Long-term 
Talent Development Plan Outline (2010-
2020)”. In light of the 2012 agenda, the Central 
University of Finance and Economics has estab-
lished cooperation relationships with one hun-
dred twenty-seven universities and institu-
tions in twenty-nine countries and regions 
worldwide. The forms of cooperation include 
joint-degree programs, setting up international 
education institutions, international academic 
conferences, visiting faculty and scholars, stu-
dent exchange, professional accreditation, 
course certification, credits mutual recognition. 
I believe the initiative China’s Higher Education 
took to dynamize the higher education system 
in accordance with twenty-first Century de-
mands can be a model for the rest of developing 
countries. In addition, while adopting the Chi-
nese model to bring quality into the higher ed-
ucation system in several developing countries, 
teachers and students can benefit, resulting in 
their nation’s prosperity.  

 

Conclusion  
In the contemporary twenty-first fast de-

veloping Century, the quality of higher educa-
tion is linked with the nation’s development, 
thus, demanding the motifs of higher education 
to be dynamic, affecting the roles of primarily 
students and teachers and obliging them to ac-
quire new methods, skills, potential and abili-
ties in their respective domains. However, the 
higher education system has not progressed ac-
cording to the fast-developing Century’s de-
mands. Important pillars of the higher educa-
tion system, both teachers and students, face 
several challenges. To overcome the issues 

faced by students and teachers in the higher 
Classic wisdom to solve the current era’s 
enigma faced by the higher education system 
and critically shed light on the issue of expected 
outcomes and motifs of higher education and 
characteristics of quality teaching in the past 
civilizations. Historically, people from different 
civilizations expected higher education for dif-
ferent outcomes. In this regard, I narrated that 
higher education aimed to promote morality, 
ethics, self-cultivation, human relations and so-
cial affairs in Chinese civilization. Similarly, 
higher education was expected to promote 
moral precepts and religious affairs besides 
governance in Mesopotamia and Egyptian civi-
lizations. Moreover, in European society in the 
eleventh Century, the higher education motifs 
were to produce professional clergy and intel-
lectuals in canon law, logic, finance, accounting 
and theology so that they could overcome the 
challenges hatched by ascending urbanization.  

However, the current dynamic Century, the 
era of rapid globalization, scientific innovation, 
and post-digitalization, has also brought new 
factual challenges to the education system in 
general and particularly to the roles of teachers 
and students. In light of the discussions, I 
pointed out that in the contemporary era, the 
issues in the higher education system comprise 
problems in the dictatorship model teaching, 
problems with bibliometrics and un-ethical 
trends in academia, problems with neo-liberal 
economic capitalist education, problems with 
Confucianist model education, and the out-
dated version of defining the motifs of higher 
education. To solve these problems, I proposed 
that besides bibliometrics, new parameters are 
required in academia to measure the real im-
pacts of research and researchers in their re-
spective societies. Similarly, the existing trend 
of banking system education needs to be re-
placed with a conversation model which pro-
vides students to raise questions. Similarly, the 
quality of public sector universities needs to 
boost so that students with disadvantaged fi-
nancial backgrounds can have a level playing 
field for competition with graduates from well-
up backgrounds who graduated from prestig-
ious private sector institutes.  
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By all counts and proven arguments, I be-
lieve it is no wonder that, in the contemporary 
era, on the one hand, quality teaching in the 
higher education system needs to focus on 
teaching real-life skills fostering knowledge, as 
well as growing the student or any individual 
into the finest possible member of society. On 
the other hand, the dynamic twenty-first Cen-
tury demands students to be self-reliant, culti-
vate their minds for critical thinking, and 
strengthen the potential to cope with problems, 
challenges and issues of global changes they 
face. Furthermore, a quality higher education 
system in the context of the twenty-first Cen-
tury demands an urge to assist the curious 
minds of the students rather than providing a 
rigid and reductive framework that encourages 
conformity. 
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